PLACE
ONGOING PROJECT – UNDERGROUNDING OF NATIONAL GRID 400kV OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINES
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PLACE is a group of artists / initiators with a particular concern for landscape quality.
Most people are familiar with the idea of endangered species. There are also endangered experiences. An empty sky, for instance, or the dark of the
night sky unaffected by manufactured light, both of which would have been common experiences in the relatively recent past, have all but disappeared
from the British Isles. Spatial freedom in landscapes clear of human structures is ever more rare. Absolute aloneness is difficult to find.
A sense of the frailty and inconsequence of human life, when immersed in the vastness of the elements, gives a much needed and powerful change of
perspective. We believe that humanity is diminished by the ongoing loss of such experiences. Many of these losses are unnecessary.
Many infrastructures have been built with a minimum regard for their impact on the environment – they could be much less intrusive.
Less intrusive solutions to many environmental problems already exist. Why have high impact infrastructures been built without using these better
solutions?
Often companies allege technical, financial and legal difficulties stop them using these solutions. With will and innovation such problems can be solved.
Part of PLACE’s work is to research and document less intrusive environmental practice that could be used more widely. Publicity is needed to alert
people to less intrusive possibilities. Examples can be used as leverage on government and industry.
PLACE has been in correspondence with National Grid (NG) and the Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) for over five years, about the Thorpe
Marsh to Stalybridge 400kV overhead transmission line, approximately nine miles of which runs through the Peak District National Park (PDNP). The line
is a major intrusion in the NP and dominates Longdendale to the west and the Upper Don Valley to the east of the pennines damaging the quality of a
fine landscape in this part of the NP.
The statutory duties laid upon NG and PDNPA policies require them to reduce the intrusiveness of the line during refurbishments / upgrades. A major
refurbishment begins this year. During the 13/7/07 planning committee meeting of the PDNPA, NG was asked to improve its public consultation efforts;
a question remains as to how well the statutory duties and policies are being followed.
PLACE has initiated a project advocating increased ‘undergrounding’ of the line as part of the refurbishments and is collaborating fully with the Campaign
for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) to this end. Two A4 folded cards have been produced (see below). A leaflet asking for letters to be written to
PDNPA was distributed with CPRE’s July issue of “Peakland Guardian.” (16 were received). A third, four panel folding card has been produced bringing
together the work of Jo Spence, photographer and Stephen Spender, poet, on the subject of pylons. See website (currently being updated).
For further information about PLACE see: www.viewsvistasandreverie.org also www.atlasplace.clara.net
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A pair of folded A4 cards show landscapes as they would be if the present from overhead transmission lines (OTLs) were undergrounded / surface troughed. The cards
also compare different transmission systems.

Produced by PLACE in collaboration with Friends of the Peak District/CPRE South Yorkshire
Friends of the Peak District/CPRE South Yorkshire, 22a Endcliffe Crescent, Sheffield S10 3EF
tel. +44 (0)114 266 5822 e.mail: info@cprepeakandsyorks.org.uk
contact:
PLACE Jonathan Adamson, Tower House, Cemetery Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD1 5NF tel. +44 (0)1484 536103
Andrew Darke, Field House, Yorkley Wood, Nr. Lydney, Gloucestershire GL15 4TU tel. +44 (0)1594 562646
e.mail: place@phonecoop.coop www.viewsvistasandreverie.org www.atlasplace.clara.net
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pp.1, pp.2 of the left-hand card (Note for on-screen readability, information in the margins of both cards has been removed and placed at the bottom of Page 2.
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pp.3;pp.4 of the left-hand card
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pp2;pp3 of the right-hand card (inside pages)
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Pp4;pp1 right-hand card (back page, front page)

